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By PENG CHENG and CHANG SHANGJU

South Africa's gemstones, Ethiopia's cof—
fee, Tanzania's cashew nuts, Rwanda's dried
chili peppers.. without leaving the country,
residents of Changsha can purchase a diverse
range of African products at the local Gaoq-—
iao Grand Market.

In Kenya, Kilimall has become one of the
most popular shopping platforms among local
consumers. In the construction sites of
Egypt's New Alamein City, Zoomlion has
been continuously improving construction
progress with its concrete equipment. In An—
gola, Yuan's SEED Company Limited has
achieved "Chinese speed" in reclaiming barren
land for cultivation.

In recent years, Changsha has been fo—
cused on creating a demonstrative hub of in-
depth cooperation with Africa, implementing
in— depth cooperation in trade, investment,
and other areas through nine major plans.
This ongoing effort is constantly forging new
chapters in economic and trade cooperation

with Africa.

Pressing the “Fast Forward” Button
on Changsha—Africa Trade

"Through the China— Africa Economic and
Trade Expo, we have comprehensively estab-—
lished cooperation with the rubber industry in
Cote d'Ivoire." Recently, Tan Wang, the Gen-—
eral Manager of Pilot International Trade and
Changsha International Trade Group, intro—
duced that the company has established busi—
ness partnerships with multiple enterprises in
Africa, and signed contracts for projects in—
volving rubber from Cote d'Ivoire, copper
concentrates from Zambia, and chromium ore
from South Africa. By 2022, Pilot International
Trade has accumulated a total import—export
trade volume with Africa of CNY 2 billion,
with natural rubber accounting for over CNY
1 billion and experiencing an average annual
growth rate of over 30%.

Pilot International Trade is just a micro—
cosm of Changsha's promotion of deep coop-—
eration with Africa. Since the first China—Afri—
ca Economic and Trade Expo, Changsha City
has strengthened top- level design, expanded
platform channels, vigorously reformed and in—
novated, actively built a comprehensive,
multi— field, and deep-level pattern of open—
ing up and cooperation with Africa, and
achieved significant results in economic and
trade cooperation with African countries. In
2022, Changsha's import and export volume
with Africa reached CNY 24.47 billion, with a
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year—on—year growth of 72.3%. From January
to April, Changsha's import and export vol—
ume with Africa reached CNY 9.8 billion,
with a year—on-—year growth of 782% . From
2022, to May 2023, Changsha has added 11
newly registered investment projects in Afri—
ca, with a newly added Chinese contract in—
vestment of 248 million US dollars.

Expanding Changsha-Africa
Cooperation Platform Channels

Platforms and channels are the foundation
and essential support for expanding economic
and trade cooperation with Africa. In recent
years, Changsha City has been promoting the
construction of innovative demonstration
parks to facilitate China— Africa economic and
trade cooperation. The establishment of the
China— Africa Cross— Border RMB Center has
facilitated spot foreign exchange transactions
for six African countries, including Kenya.
The Yuhua Block of the Pilot Free Trade
Zone has built the first "enclave building”
and created a collaborative innovation space
for China—Africa economic and trade coopera—
tion. Changsha has successively opened inter—
national passenger and regular international
cargo routes, connecting Changsha to Kenya
and Addis Ababa, respectively. Fresh flowers
from Kenya and seafood from Madagascar can
be delivered to Changsha in as fast as 11
hours.

Leveraging the advantages of aviation,
ports, comprehensive bonded zones, and free
trade zones, the Changsha Free Trade Airport
Block where Changsha Huanghua International
Airport is located is striving to become a na—
tional hub for air cargo distribution to Africa
and a high— value— added product processing
center. By utilizing the cross— border road
transport to Africa and the Hunan—Guangdong—
Africa Rail-Sea Express, the Jinxia Economic
Development Zone of Changsha is developing
into a land— port logistics hub for multimodal
transport.. breaking through the barriers of
spatial distance, accelerating the development
of new logistics channels to Africa, and mak-
ing economic and trade exchanges between
Changsha and Africa increasingly convenient.

Innovating Economic
and Trade Forms with Africa

In recent years, Changsha City has inno-—
vatively initiated a pilot project for a new
type of barter trade. The aim is to establish
the first cross—border barter trade B2B service
platform in China, known as the China— Africa
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Barter Trade Service Platform Currently, the
platform has successfully completed 5 transac—
tions with a total of 12 orders involving four
countries, including South Africa.

Cross—border e—commerce plays a signifi—
cant role in promoting China—African econom-—
ic and trade cooperation. "Kilimall's service
system already covers three major areas: elec—
tronic transactions, mobile payments, and
cross— border logistics," said Xiang Yuanhe,
the Marketing Director of Kilimall in China
Region, during an interview with reporters.
Kilimall has now taken the lead in establish—
ing overseas warehouses in Africa, enabling
same— day delivery, next— day delivery, and
100% online payment.

Furthermore, Changsha City actively coor—
dinates and collaborates with other cities and
prefecture within the
signed strategic cooperation agreements with

province, and has

Xiangtan Comprehensive Bonded Zone and

Huaihua City, respectively. Moreover, the
first China— Africa Technical Trade Measures
Research and FEvaluation Base has been suc—
cessfully established, along with the establish—
ment of the China— Africa E— commerce Live

Streaming Incubation Center.

Promoting the Project Implementation
in Africa

In recent years, Changsha City has active—
ly promoted cooperation projects with Africa.
Longping Agriscience has signed pre— ordered
agricultural cooperation intention agreements
with the Tanzanian Ministry of Agriculture,
local governments, and partners in Tanzania.
Hunan's brand presence has been successfully
established through projects such as the Karu—
ma Hydropower Station in Uganda.

Changsha City has also actively conducted
economic and trade activities with Africa. It
successfully organized the "Hunan Meets Afri—
ca" 2022 China (Hunan) Health Industry Pro—
motion and Matchmaking Conference. In
April, a delegation from the Changsha Munic—
ipal People’s Government visited Nigeria and
Uganda for economic and trade inspections
and exchanges, where they held investment
and trade promotion conferences.

"In the next step, Changsha City will
comprehensively implement nine major plans
for trade cooperation, investment cooperation,
and other areas with Africa. We will build a
locally influential demonstration zone for deep
cooperation with Africa,” said Zheng Ping,
Director of the Changsha Municipal Bureau of
Commerce.

(Translator:Zou Kaiwen)
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Overview of China—Africa Events

Hosted by Changsha City

Changsha City is fully responsible for ur—
ban security and public services for the Third
China— Africa Economic and Trade Expo, and
will lead the operation of the Gaogiao Sub—
Exhibition Hall and organize the following
themed activities:

@®Project Negotiation Meeting of China—Af—
rica In—depth Economic and Trade Cooperation
Pilot Zone

Time: 14:00, June 30

Venue: Changsha International Conference
Center (Xiangjiang Hall 3)

@® F'orum on China— Africa Urban Coopera—
tion (Changsha)

Time: 9:00-12:00, June 30

Venue: Changsha International Conference
Center (Xiangjiang Hall 1)

@® China— Africa Youth Innovation and En-—
trepreneurship Forum

Time: 9:00-11:30, June 30

Venue: Changsha International Conference
Center (Xiangjiang Hall 3)

@® Release Conference on Innovation Out—
comes of Cooperation with Africa in Changsha
Area of Hunan Pilot Free Trade Zone

Time: 14:30, June 30

Venue: Changsha International Conference
Center (Xingsha Hall, F3)

@® China (Changsha) — Africa Economic and
Trade Matchmaking Meeting

Time: 9:00-11:00, July 1

Venue: Huaya International Hotel (Hunan
Hall, F3)



